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STATE OF COLORADO

Department of Natural Resources (O] O IRYe
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 b ‘\)L( ji{Al )()

Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (303) 866-3311
Fax: (303) 866-2115
dnr.state.co.us

January 31, 2012

DEPARTMENT Of
NATURAL

Gwyn M. Jarrett, PMP RESOURCES

Project Manager/Plan Formulator

CENWO-PM-AA John W. Hickenlooper

1616 Capitol Ave Govemner

Omaha, NE 68102 Mike King

Executive Director

Dear Ms. Jarrett,

The Colorado Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is pleased to submit this letter to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to formally confirm our interest in reallocation of existing
storage space in Chatfield Reservoir.

Pursuant to authorizing language in the 1986 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA Bill), “the
project... is modified to authorize the Secretary, upon request of and in coordination with the
Colorado Department of Natural Resources and upon the Chief Engineers’ finding of feasibility and
economic justification, to reassign a portion of the storage space in the Chatfield Lake project...”

As you know, the State’s water policy agency within DNR, the Colorado Water Conservation Board
(CWCB), contracted with USACE over a decade ago to complete a Feasibility Report and
Environmental Impact Statement. We look forward to having USACE release the draft document to
the public as soon as possible for review and comment.

Your partnership on this important water supply project is greatly appreciated. We also urge your
continued diligence in protecting and mitigating the important recreation and wildlife assets in and
around the reservoir. Please do not hesitate to contact my staff member, Becky Mitchell, at (303)
866-3311 if you have any questions about this request.

Sincerely,

J7W. .

Mike King

Board of L.and Commissioners @ Division of Reclamation, Mining & Safety @ Colorado (}eélogical Sur\_/ey o
0il & Gas Conservation Commission @ Water Conservation Board e Division of Forestry
Division of Water Resources @ Division of Parks and Wildlife



STATE OF COLORADO

Colorado Water Conservation Board

Department of Natural Resources
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200

Denver, Colorado 80203

Phone: (303) 866-3441

Fax: (303) 894-2578

www.cwch.state.co.us

John W. Hickenlooper
Governor

Mike King

February 10, 2012 DNR Executive Director
Gwyn M. Jarrett, PMP Jenmifer L. Gimbel
CENWO-PM-AA CWCE Director

1616 Capitol Ave
Omaha, NE 68102

Dear Ms. Jarrett,

On behalf of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources (CDNR), the Colorado Water
Conservation Board (CWCB) is the formal non-Federal sponsor of the Chatfield Reservoir
Reallocation project. The CWCB executed a Feasibility Cost Share Agreement with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and has been working with a large group of stakeholders to
investigate the feasibility for storage reallocation at Chatfield.

CDNR has requested the reallocation project. Proposed implementation will be 100% completed
through State and local partner funding, at no cost to the Federal government pursuant to the
1958 Water Supply Act. Implementation work will involve all phases of design and construction
such as: 1) on-site and off-site environmental mitigation; 2) modification of impacted recreation
facilities; 3) utility relocations; 4) earthwork and shoreline contouring; 5) road, bridge and
parking lot construction; 6) demolition, clearing, and grubbing; and 7) vegetation management.
All of the identified implementation work is integral to the project.

Feel free to call me at (303) 866-3441 ext. 3208 if you have any questions about this matter.

Sincerely,

Thomas W. Browning, Assistant Director
Colorado Water Conservation Board

Interstate & Federal « Watershed & Flood Protection ¢ Stream & Lake Protection ¢ Finance
Water Information « Water Conservation & Drought Planning « Water Supply Planning
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	Attachment C-1 Chatfield Reallocation Field Form for Target Environmental Resources
	DRAFT
	CHATFIELD REALLOCATION FIELD FORM
	FOR TARGET ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
	SURVEYOR’S NAME:  ___________________ SITE NAME:  __________________ PATCH #_____
	1. Stream Class _____  Percent of assessment area within floodplain: ______
	2. Floodplain above bankfull is inundated in “relatively frequent1” events Yes____ No_____
	3. Beaver dams present Yes ____ No ____;    Active Yes ____ No ___;  Stable Yes ___ No ___
	4. Stream is sinuous Yes ___ No ___;  Aggrading Yes __ No ___;  Down-cutting Yes ___ No __;
	1. There is a diverse age-class distribution of riparian-wetland vegetation Yes ___ No ___;
	2. There is a diverse composition of riparian vegetation (for maint./recovery)  Yes ___ No ___;
	3. Species present indicate maintenance of riparian soil moisture characteristics  Yes ___ No ___;
	4. Streambank vegetation is composed of those plant species or plant communities capable of withstanding high-streamflow events Yes ___ No ___;
	5. Riparian wetland plants exhibit high vigor Yes ___ No ___;
	6. Adequate riparian-wetland vegetation is present to protect banks and dissipate energy during high flows  Yes ___ No ___;
	7. Plant communities are an adequate source of course and/or large woody material Yes __ No ___;
	8. Regeneration:  Yes ____  No _____
	Cp:  Crop/hay       IP:  Irrigated pasture NP:  Nonirrigated pasture
	NH:  Road, parking lot, structure
	Large w/ horizontal branching ___
	1a). Soils:  Clay/Silty Loam ___   Sandy Loam/Cobble/Gravel ___   Urban/Rock/Bedrock ___
	1b). Bench or terrace above ordinary high water mark (OHWM) present?  Yes ____  No ____
	1c). Age of shrubs above OHWM:  Mature ___ Multi-age - Mature ___  Multi-age – Yg. ___  Yg. __
	1d). Abundance of suitable hibernacula (shrubs with well developed root structure) above base of first terrace (BFT):
	Abundant ____ Sparse ____ None ____
	1e). Abundance of suitable hibernacula below BFT:  Abundant ____ Sparse ____ None ____
	2b). Shrub Abundance: Is the shrub/understory component well represented:
	Abundant ____ Sparse ____  None ____
	Vegetation Survey Field Equipment Checklist
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	Model Testing

	Conclusions
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	PROPERTY LOCATION:   The proposed project site is located at the Chatfield Dam/Reservoir in Denver County, Colorado.  The address is 11500 North Roxborough Park Road, Littleton, Colorado 80125.  Property site lies south of Interstate 470, southwest of...
	DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT SITE:  The proposed project site is located at the Chatfield Reservoir on the South Platte River, south of Littleton, Colorado.  The United States Army Corps of Engineers began construction of this reservoir and dam in 1967 with...
	STUDIES:  A Feasibility Study on Chatfield, Cherry Creek, and Bear Creek, Colorado Reallocation originated November 25, 1998.
	Privately owned improvements lie within the proposed project area.  Most of these improvements were constructed in conjunction with third party agreements held by the State of Colorado, the City of Denver, County of Denver, and Highland Ranch (See Exh...
	SPONSOR OWNED LANDS:  The Non-Federal Sponsor owns no lands within the project footprint.  The Non-Federal Sponsor (CDNR) will be required by Project Partnership Agreement to acquire lands for ecosystem mitigation, of which most will be offsite.  The ...
	The Project Partnership Agreement will require the Non-Federal Sponsor (CDNR) to incrementally acquire mitigation lands after the determination of available onsite mitigation areas.  The possible available mitigation lands offsite were identified in t...
	The Non-Federal Sponsor has provided the Omaha District a map with a listing of owners and the probable mitigation lands available on each parcel.  The issue of water rights is highly sensitive, therefore an agreement that the Non-Federal Sponsor will...
	The Project Partnership Agreement will require the Non-Federal Sponsor to perform the non-Federal work as specified in Reallocation Report and in accordance with applicable Federal, State and local laws, regulations and policies.  Mitigation will occu...
	PUBLIC LAW 91-646: The Non-Federal Sponsor must comply with Public Law 91-646 as stated in the Project Partnership Agreement.
	OUTSTANDING INTERESTS:  There are no known existing third party mineral rights or interest including oil, gas, timber or any other outstanding rights that may need to be resolved for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the project.
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	PROPERTY LOCATION:   The proposed project site is located at the Chatfield Dam/Reservoir in Denver County, Colorado.  The address is 11500 North Roxborough Park Road, Littleton, Colorado 80125.  Property site lies south of Interstate 470, southwest of...
	DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT SITE:  The proposed project site is located at the Chatfield Reservoir on the South Platte River, south of Littleton, Colorado.  The United States Army Corps of Engineers began construction of this reservoir and dam in 1967 with...
	STUDIES:  A Feasibility Study on Chatfield, Cherry Creek, and Bear Creek, Colorado Reallocation originated November 25, 1998.
	Privately owned improvements lie within the proposed project area.  Most of these improvements were constructed in conjunction with third party agreements held by the State of Colorado, the City of Denver, County of Denver, and Highland Ranch (See Exh...
	SPONSOR OWNED LANDS:  The Non-Federal Sponsor owns no lands within the project footprint.  The Non-Federal Sponsor (CDNR) will be required by Project Partnership Agreement to acquire lands for ecosystem mitigation, of which most will be offsite.  The ...
	The Project Partnership Agreement will require the Non-Federal Sponsor (CDNR) to incrementally acquire mitigation lands after the determination of available onsite mitigation areas.  The possible available mitigation lands offsite were identified in t...
	The Non-Federal Sponsor has provided the Omaha District a map with a listing of owners and the probable mitigation lands available on each parcel.  The issue of water rights is highly sensitive, therefore an agreement that the Non-Federal Sponsor will...
	The Project Partnership Agreement will require the Non-Federal Sponsor to perform the non-Federal work as specified in Reallocation Report and in accordance with applicable Federal, State and local laws, regulations and policies.  Mitigation will occu...
	PUBLIC LAW 91-646: The Non-Federal Sponsor must comply with Public Law 91-646 as stated in the Project Partnership Agreement.
	OUTSTANDING INTERESTS:  There are no known existing third party mineral rights or interest including oil, gas, timber or any other outstanding rights that may need to be resolved for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the project.
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